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Editorial 
The last issue of the Bulletin for the decade is an opportunity for reflecting on the recent 
past and anticipating what is to come. This Bulletin picks up again on a topic canvassed 
in the last-the state of history in Australian schools. We have a further contribution to 
the debate from Queensland, and Alan Ryan, whose article published in the Bulletin of 
December 1998, occasioned this discussion, exercises his right to reply. 
In  this  Bulletin,  the  AHA  also  addresses  the  implications  of the  Green  Paper  for 
historians. Paul Turnbull's briefing paper concludes that 'historians, of all people, [need] 
to analyse where we stand in time and space, and try to temper and improve what may 
occur through government strategies for innovation'; while Jill Roe's response on behalf 
of  the  AHA  Executive  calls  for  'more  safeguards  for  historical  research  [to]  be 
introduced into the proposed system, as for the humanities in general'. It is clear that for 
the foreseeable future, the state of academic history will remain a parlous one. 
On  a more positive  note,  this  issue  also  features  the  NSW Premier's  History  Prize 
winners.  In her  acceptance  speech  for  the  award  presented  for  her  work  Sex  and 
Suffering,  Janet  McCalman  highlights  the  conflict  between  historians  and  those 
responsible for record keeping and preservation. The over-enthusiastic culling of records 
is an issue which the AHA has addressed in the past but it remains a perennial problem; 
contributions which address this topic are welcomed for the next issue. 
The June 2000 issue of the Bulletin will also feature history and the media. Historians 
approach the media in very different ways from their colleagues in cultural studies and 
it is  appropriate  to  investigate those  differences  and what we  can learn from  them. 
People working on any aspect of this subject, for example, teaching courses on film and 
history,  researching  photography  and  history  or  working  on  historically-based 
multimedia projects, are invited to contribute to this forum. 
Jan Gothard 
Editor 
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